Trends in hematopoietic stem cell transplant activity in Lebanon.
Hematopoietic stem cell transplantation (HSCT) has been accessible to the population residing in Lebanon and surrounding countries since 1997. HSCT programs were developed in two major hospitals in Beirut: American University of Beirut Medical Center (AUBMC) and Makassed General Hospital. Mount Lebanon Hospital initiated an autologous HSCT activity later. Between 2012 and 2016, the HSCT activity in Lebanon reached a total of 897 transplants, among which 303 (33.8%) were allogeneic HSCT and 594 (66.2%) were autologous HSCT. Overall, autologous HSCT activity has remained stable over the past 5years, whereas allogeneic HSCT activity has seen a steep increase between 2012 and 2013 followed by a modest increase later. Haploidentical transplantation has mushroomed and represented almost half of allogeneic HSCT activity in 2016. AUBMC and Makassed General Hospital are members of the European Blood and Marrow Transplantation (EBMT) and East Mediterranean Blood and Marrow Transplantation groups, and AUBMC has been accredited by JACIE (Joint Accreditation Committee - ISCT & EBMT) since 2016. The past 5years have seen an increase in HSCT-related research and publications, mainly from AUBMC. These research activities were predominantly focused on personalized conditioning for allogeneic HSCT and post-transplant maintenance therapy.